
We have been saying all along that we have 
been extremely lucky in regard to the 
health of the dogs that have entered our 
program.  But late February/early March 
has proven to be a very stressful time for 
our rescue group.  We have had 2 dogs pass 
away from parvo.  Now within the span of a 
couple of weeks, we not only have our first 
heartworm positive dog, but two more.  To 
make matters worse, one of our heartworm 
positive dogs (Happy) developed a sudden 
liver infection, resulting in an unexpected 
and expensive ($715.90) stay at the Pet 
Emergency Clinic. 

This sudden onslaught of illnesses has re-
sulted in the depletion of our rescue bank 
account.  We are actually in the red, and are 
very grateful that our veterinarians let us 
“run a tab.”  If our vet did not offer us this 
option, we could not afford any vet work, 
period, at this point in time. 

As a result, we are brainstorming for fund-

raising ideas, as well as asking the general 
public for donations, as we have three 
dogs (Happy, Lucky, and Cassie) in the 
program needing immediate medical at-
tention—the heartworm treatments that 
con save their lives. 

If you would like to donate to the Emer-
gency Medical Fund, which is specifically 
designated to pay expenses for Happy, 
Lucky, and Cassie, please send your dona-
tions to: SBRET; P.O. Box 22482; Knox- 
ville, TN 37933.  
Please mark you 
checks “Emergency 
Medical Fund.”  Dona-
tions can also be made 
online via the PayPal 
system.  Please visit 
our website at 
www.sbret.com 
for details!  
THANKS!  

SBRET is in desperate need of foster 
homes! A lack of foster homes prevents us 
from rescuing additional dogs.  Won't you 
consider fostering one of our little guys?  
The most frequent comment we get in re-
gard to fostering is that "I couldn't bear 
to let the dog go - I would get too at-
tached to it." It is true, it is always a bit 

sad to see our rescues go.  But, the SBRET 
adoption process is so strict, that by the 
time the dog is adopted out, we know it's 
going to a great place! 
If you are interested in fostering, please 
contact one of our representatives or visit 
our website at www.sbret.com for 
more information! 

FOSTER HOMES DESPERATELY NEEDED !! 

FUNDS NEEDED FOR SERIOUSLY ILL DOGS! 
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Lucky was abandoned at the Lafollette, Tennessee animal 
shelter, along with another dog , so matted that he could 
not move!  The other dog was deemed too ill to be saved, 

but the shelter had hope 
for Lucky, so they called 
SBRET! 

When one of our SBRET 
volunteers arrived at the 
shelter, she was truly 
shocked at the condition 
that Lucky was in.  His fea-
tures were indiscernible as 
he was covered, head to 
toe, in mats.  In fact, he 
was in such bad condition, 
that a wonderful staff 

member at the shelter volunteered to drive him to the vet-
erinarian—since he didn’t think that Lucky should be in any-
one’s personal vehicle—as he was SO dirty! 

As you can see by the picture to the right, the wonderful 
groomer, Rose, at Lafollette Veterinary Services was 
somehow was able to save Lucky’s hair!  We are STILL 
amazed that we did not end up with a totally bald dog!  We 
are also amazed that this dog, that has been so neglected 
in his life, is one of the friendliest and sweetest dogs we’ve 
ever met.  There is not a moment when he is awake that his 
tail is not wagging.  As always, we are amazed at the ability 
of animals to love and trust, after a lifetime of neglect or 
abuse. 

Anyway, we had Lucky examined and we were so disap-
pointed to find that Lucky has an advanced case of heart-
worm disease. Although some people thought Lucky was too 
old to treat and save, we decided that this little guy de-

serves a chance to live the rest of his life comfortably and 
without his heart working harder every day because heart-
worms are taking it over.  Because of his age, we have opted 
for the slow/more gradual form of treatment, which was 
started on Friday, March 12th.   

Because of his age and 
condition, Lucky’s prog-
nosis is guarded, and the 
outcome remains to be 
seen.  We can only hope 
that the strength that 
has gotten him this far 
will help him make it 
through this risky 
treatment. 

If you would like to 
donate for Lucky’s treatment, checks may be sent to: 
SBRET; P.O. Box 22482; Knoxville, TN; 37933 . Dona-
tions can also be made online via the PayPal system (please 
check our website at www.sbret.com for details). 

If you prefer, donations may be sent directly to our veteri-
narian by mailing checks to:  Anderson County Animal Hos-
pital; 286 S. Charles G. Seivers Blvd.; Clinton, TN; 
37716.   Please make sure you specify that your donation is 
for Small Breed Rescue of East Tennessee (for Lucky).  
Also, please let us know if you have donated via this 
method , so we can make sure to thank you, as well as keep 
track of all incoming donations! 

In the meantime, please keep Lucky in your thoughts and 
prayers.  We hope we have made the right decision, and we 
pray that we will be able to give everyone good news about 
his recovery!  Please keep an eye on our website for up-
dates on Lucky’s progress! 
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Rescue Story of the Month—Lucky 

really serious about adopting a dog!  It takes considerable 
effort and time to arrange for showing of the dogs, so 
please understand! 
Once your application is approved, you will meet the dog 
and we will jointly determine if this is the dog for you.  
Prior to final placement, a home visit is also required. 
At the time of adoption we require you to sign an adoption 
contract, and pay a $175 adop-
tion fee.  This fee has recently 
been increased to help defer 
the cost of our increasing vet-
erinary expenses. 

SBRET rescue animals are fully vaccinated, treated for 
any illnesses, heartworm negative, on heartworm preventa-
tive,  spayed/neutered, and micro-chipped for identifica-
tion. 
Prior to adoption, SBRET rescue animals are placed in ap-
proved foster homes in order to evaluate temperament. A 
potential foster home is fully evaluated, and a foster con-
tract is required, prior to placing a dog in a foster home. 
An application (available on our website) is required prior 
to meeting the dogs (unless you meet a dog at an adopt-a-
thon).  This allows us to evaluate your needs and try to 
make the best match!  Also, this helps us determine who is 

SBRET Adoption Process 

PLEASE DON’T 
SHOP -            
ADOPT !!! 

Lucky, after his grooming at  
Lafollette Veterinary Services! 

Lucky when rescued from the 
shelter—mats like we’ve never 

seen before! 
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LOOKING FOR FOREVER HOMES 
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Gizmo, 3 year old male 
Terrier mix 

Duchess, 3 year old fe-
male Miniature Poodle 

Pete, 8 year old male 
Miniature Poodle 

Lucky, 8-9 year old 
male Cocker Spaniel 

Maggie, 6 year old  
female Westie 

Romeo, 3 year old 
Yorkie mix  

Shaggy, 8 year old male 
Yorkie/Silky Terrier mix 

Happy, 1-2 year old male 
Border Collie mix 

Foxy & Roxy, 1-2 year old  
female Chihuahua mixes 

Dixie, 2 year old female 
Bichon Mix 

Sweet Pea, 10 year old  
female Chihuahua 

Holly, 1 year old female 
Yorkie Chihuahua mix 

Buffy, 2-3 year old 
female Terrier mix 

Bailey, Honorary Small 
Breed, 1 year old female cat 

Cassie, 2 year old female 
Wire Hair Terrier mix 

Juliet, 7 year old fe-
male Yorkie Poodle mix  



As a small breed rescue, SBRET is sometimes called upon to rescue terriers!  So, we thought it would be fun to test our 
readers’ skills.  So we have developed a word search puzzle totally devoted to Terriers.  So, simply find each of the ter-
rier names on the puzzle below!  The answer is on page 7!  Have fun!  And thanks, Pam, for creating the puzzle! 
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Terrier Word Search 

Austrailian 
Border 
Boston 
Bull 
Cairn 
Czesky 
Dandie Dinmont 
Fox 
Jack Russell 
Manchester 
Norfolk 
Norwich 
Patterdale 
Scottish 
Sealyham 
Silky 
Skye 
West Highland 
Yorkshire 

 

Update on Sugar 

Sugar with her new sister, Daisy, another 
former SBRET rescue! 

Sugar is a female Miniature Dachshund that was surren-
dered to SBRET by a breeder.  At the time Sugar came into 
rescue, she had a severely bulging eye, a scar and cherry 
eye on the other eye, and a bad case of mange.  Through the 
very generous donations of some very wonderful SBRET sup-
porters ($823), we were able to treat Sugar for mange, re-
move the bulging eye, and have cherry eye removal surgery 
on the other.  Because of Sugar’s past physical problems, 
and her timidness (from living as a breeding dog) we knew it 
would take JUST the right person to adopt her.  We are SO 
lucky that that person was Denise, a wonderful person that 
adopted another rescue animal from us—Daisy, a Cocker 
Spaniel.  Denise has the patience of a saint!  She worked 
with Daisy through a SEVERE case of separation anxiety—
and through Daisy damaging several sections of her BRAND 
NEW HOME!  So, we couldn’t believe it when she came to 
one of our adopt-a-thons and fell in love with our little 
Sugar!  We are so happy and excited that Sugar is doing well 
in her new home, and she and Daisy are becoming the best 
of friends!  Thank you, Denise, from the bottom of our 
hearts!  You are truly a very special, sweet, and understand-
ing person! 



Until now, SBRET has been excep-
tionally lucky and not had any dogs 
infected with deadly heartworm 
disease.  However, our streak of 
luck has come to an end, and within 
the span of a couple of weeks three 
heartworm positive dogs have en-
tered the program.  The realization 
that we will have to put these dogs 
through a risky treatment, for an 

easily preventable disease, is a 
difficult truth to face. How-
ever, it is a reality that rescue 
groups face every day. 
Many people still do not under-

stand this disease and do not take the time to provide their 
loving pets with the inexpensive heartworm prevention 
needed to protect them. Since we check vet references of 
potential adopters, we have heard every excuse there is.  The 
most common excuse is, “our dog doesn’t go outside much.”  
However, our heartworm prevention “Excuse of the Month” 
is, “that’s just something vets make up to get my money!”  
Can you believe that?  Since it seems that heartworms, al-
though common, are still misunderstood, we thought it would 
be a good time to give an overview of the subject. 
 
What is Heartworm 
Disease? 
 
Heartworm disease is a 
serious and potentially 
fatal disease in dogs, 
which is transmitted by 
mosquitoes.  The dis-
ease is NOT conta-
gious from dog to dog! 
Heartworms are lo-
cated in the heart and 
vessels adjacent to the heart. A female worm can be 6 to 14 
inches long and 1/8 inch wide, and the male is about half this 
size. One adult worm can live up to 5 years, and during this 
time period the female worm produces millions of young 
worms, referred to as microfilaria. One heart can be infected 
with as many as 300 adult worms. Adult worms clog the heart 
and adjacent blood vessels.  This results in a reduced blood 
supply to other organs in the body –especially the liver, lungs, 
and kidneys.  
 
It is important to know that a dog infected with heart-
worms may not show any outward signs of the disease for 
up to two years.  Left untreated a dog will eventually be-

come symptomatic (coughing, la-
bored breathing), and eventually 
may experience  heart failure. 
 
Heartworm Diagnosis 
 
Diagnosis consists simply of a rou-
tine and inexpensive blood test 
performed at veterinary clinics! 
 
Heartworm Treatment 
 
If diagnosed with heartworms, 
treatment is available, but is expensive (in comparison to  
inexpensive heartworm preventative).  More importantly, 
treatment does involve risk! Believe it or not, the treatment 
involves injections of a substance containing arsenic to kill 
the worms! Unless the heartworm disease has advanced to 
the point that the dog has damaged liver and/or kidneys, the 
dog can typically break down and eliminate the arsenic. How-
ever there is no guarantee of success, and treatment can 
result in death!  If your dog is diagnosed with heartworms 
you will need to discuss the potential benefits, cost, and risks  
of treatment with your veterinarian 
and together determine an appropriate 
path forward.  
 
Heartworm Prevention 
 
Heartworm disease is easily prevent-
able!  And yes, a dog previously in-
fected, can be re-infected!  So it is 
absolutely necessary to get your dog 
started on heartworm prevention!  
Once you have had your dog tested 
for heartworms, preventative can 
purchased at your local veterinary 
clinic.  The most common forms of 
preventative come in the form of monthly tablets.  They even 
come in chewables. What could be easier?  If you haven’t al-
ready, PLEASE make an appointment with a veterinarian today 
to discuss heartworm prevention so your beloved pet won’t be 
infected, like poor Lucky, Happy, and Cassie!   All three of 
these dogs will soon undergo the expensive and risky treat-
ment for heartworms.  Please keep them in your thoughts and 
prayers!  
 
Donations are desperately needed to get these dogs 
the treatment they need.  If you can help, please 
contact SBRET! 
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SBRET Experiences First Cases of Heartworms 

Heartworms can grow to a 
length of 14 inches! 

Lucky has an advanced 
case of heartworms 

Happy, SBRET’s first 
rescue with heartworm 

disease 

Cassie, our third 
case of heart-

worms in a month 



Sassy is a 5 year old Chihuahua that was rescued from an 
area shelter.  She is truly the sweetest Chihuahua we have 

ever met.  She loves everybody! 

Anyway, the shelter couldn’t 
adopt her out because she had a 
visible mammary tumor.  We had 
this tumor removed, which upon 
evaluation, turned out to be can-
cerous.  Luckily, further testing 
indicated that the tumor was 
probably completely removed.  
But, of course, there are no guar-
antees.   

You would think this is enough for 
any poor dog to bear, but it was also determined that Sassy 
has a heart murmur (although she showed no visible signs of 
this ailment).  After this news we doubted we’d ever find a 
permanent home for our baby girl. 

Then along comes Shannon, who contacted us about Sassy. 
We receive applications all the time, but we knew when we 
read Shannon’s application that she had personality. She 
told us about her other dog, which was her only inheritance 
from a relative, and that it was kind of the family joke.  And 
when we told her about Sassy’s heart murmur, her response 
was simply a very sweet, 
“Bless her murmury little 
heat!” 

We feel so lucky that Shan-
non opted to adopt little 
Sassy!  Sassy with her 
“murmury little heart” now 
has her match with Shannon 
(and her loved one, Freddy), 
with their 
BIG LOVING 
HEARTS!        

Everyone that meets Bailey is 
amazed at how she acts.  She is 
truly a dog trapped in a cat’s body!  
Ha! Ha!  

She is on your lap, in your face, 
demanding love and attention all 
the time!  So if you would like to 
break tradition and have the honor 
of being the first person to adopt 
a cat from SBRET, 
please contact us! 

Okay, we know when you think of Small Breed Rescue you 
think of small, “foo-foo” DOGS, but SBRET tries to have 
an open mind.  You see, when a SBRET volunteer was res-
cuing some dogs from an area shelter, she met Bailey, a 1 
year old female cat!  There was just something special 
about Bailey—she pawed through the cage, reached out 
with her paw to touch her, and purred louder than any nor-
mal cat should!  She just DEMANDED attention!  Despite 
all this effort, the volunteer didn’t take Bailey home that 
day, but she thought about her often.  Finally, she broke 
down and rescued her, just in the nick of time!  
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SBRET Crosses Over to the Other Side! 

Small Breed Rescue of East TN 

Success Story of the Month 

What are adopt-a-thons?  Adopt-a-thons are events 
where either one rescue group or several rescue groups 
get together at one location, bring their dogs and informa-
tional materials, and meet and greet the public.  We don’t 
adopt dogs out during an adopt-a-thon, but we do take 
applications.  

We typically have one adopt-a 
thon each month at Pet Quarters 
in Karns (865-560-0008).  Please 
visit our  website to see our up-

coming schedule of events! We look forward to seeing you! 

Activities and Adopt-a-thons 

Bailey, Honorary Small Breed! 

SBRET volunteers and visitors at a 
recent adopt-a-thon 

Shannon with Rocky, and former SBRET 
rescue, Sassy 



Shaggy is an 8 pound Silky Terrier/Yorkie mix.  Shaggy is 
not only nearly deaf, but he also has cataracts developing in 

both eyes.  We CANNOT bear to 
think of Shaggy both deaf and 
blind, so we have taken him to a 
specialist.  Preliminary tests indi-
cate that Shaggy may be a good 
candidate for cataract removal 
surgery.  Another test is required 
for a final determination, but we 
need to wait until the second 
cataract is fully formed before 
having this evaluation performed.  
We anticipate that this will be 

soon, as we can tell the difference in Shaggy daily.  His 
eyesight is increasingly worse, and his attitude is more con-
fused.  We understand the need to wait until the necessary 
time per the specialist’s advice, but we don’t want Shaggy 
to suffer any longer than necessary!  We desperately 
want to get the surgery for him as soon as possible to re-

lieve his distress. 

The estimate for cataract removal surgery is $1,400 for one 
eye and $1,800 for two (not including the preoperative 
tests).  To date we have raised $651 for Shaggy, but we still 
have a long way to go!  If you would like to help Shaggy, do-
nations can be mailed to: 
SBRET; Shaggy Fund; 
P.O. Box 22482; Knox- 
ville, TN 37933.  Dona-
tions can also be made 
online via the PayPal system 
(please visit our website  
for details).  Please also 
visit Shaggy’s page on our 
website for a special 
thanks to all those who 
have already donated.  We 
will also post updates re-
garding fundraising pro-
gress! 
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Update on Shaggy 

 

Terrier Word Search Solution (Puzzle on Page 4) 

Once sufficient funds are 
raised, we hope that 
Shaggy will see again! 



Karen Houser 865-694-3914 
Tyrine Hawthorne 865-426-3955 

“Small Dogs … Big Hearts”  

have generously donated either their time, money, or much 
needed rescue items to support us!  Because of space limita-
tions (and our great fear of leaving someone out) we have 
decided here to simply list the types of donations that have 
been received.  These donations have included monetary do-
nations, such as contributions to the Sugar Fund and Shaggy 
Fund, as well as general monetary donations.  We have also 
received donated items, such as: a TV and DVD player to use 
at adopt-a-thons, homemade crate pads, bandanas, tables, a 
Walmart gift card, etc.!  We also currently have people auc-
tioning items on Ebay to benefit our rescue!  

Of course we cannot forget the constant and continual dona-
tions of people’s time—without this we 
would never make it.  First of all, a VERY 
SPECIAL thanks goes out to our foster 
homes!  Without fosters, there would be 
no rescue. Also, volunteers have helped 
evaluate and pick up dogs at shelters, do 
home visits, work at adopt-a-thons, answer 
phone calls and emails, and many other 
behind the scenes tasks that have to hap-
pen in order for us to survive!  Thanks 
everyone! 

SBRET has been the recipient of MANY generous donations.  
There are too many to list everyone individually, but please 
know that are doing our best on our webpage to thank our 
contributors! So check it out! 

We would like to personally thank the staff members of 
Jackson Square Animal Clinic in Oak Ridge TN, Anderson 
County Animal Hospital in Clinton Tennessee, and Lafol-
lette Veterinary Services in Lafollette, TN .  Without their 
willingness to treat our rescues at reduced prices, we could 
not continue to rescue these precious pups! 

Also, we absolutely have to thank Carmen Trammel with 
Peaceful Kingdom, for her continuing support and willingness 
to post our rescues, at no charge, in Critter magazine . 

And of course we must thank Pam, for her artistic skill and 
devotion to updating our website, preparing our flyers, busi-
ness cards, crate labels, and a multitude of other items! 

We want to offer a very special thanks to Wendy at Pet 
Quarters in Karns for allowing us to have adopt-a-thons 
there! This has increased our visibility in the community and 
increased our adoption rate! 

In addition, we would like to thank the MANY individuals who 

Email: rescue@sbret.com 
 
Fax: 865-694-3914 

Special Thanks !! 

THANKS! 

www.sbret.com 

 

 

Small Breed Rescue of East Tennessee, Inc. 
(SBRET) is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
finding forever homes for displaced or abandoned 
small breed dogs.  We are also dedicated to edu-
cating the public about pet overpopulation, the 
benefits of spaying/neutering, and the horrors of 
puppymills.  SBRET is desperately in need of vol-
unteers and donations.  If you are interested in 
helping in any way, please contact us ! 

Small Dogs...Big 
Attitudes!!! 


