
SBRET 2009 E-NEWSLETTER 
Happy Holidays! 

If you are Holiday shopping near any of the following stores, 
please consider stopping in and choosing an ornament to 
“shop” for one of our current fosters!  Each dog has an 
ornament on the tree with a Christmas wish list on the back.  
There are also addressed envelopes for those who prefer to 
mail a donation instead of purchasing an item on the wish 

list.  While you’re shopping for unique gifts for the animal lovers in your life or even your own 
pup, please include these dogs in your Holiday shopping! 

 
Angel Trees are located at: 

• AgriFeed Pet Suppy  
• Smokey Mountain Feed 
• Pet Supplies Plus, Oak Ridge 
• Gander Mountain 
• PetCo, Farragut 
• Mast General Store 

 

Wow!   
This has been one busy year for us!  We thought we’d take this opportunity to 
share with our SBRET family all of our accomplishments for the year. 

We have had 163 adoptions so far this year with approximately 6 more 
pending!  That averages to 14 dogs a month – almost one every other day!  
We currently have 25 dogs in our care that have not been adopted. 

In addition, we have another 13 dogs in our care that are part of the Roane County Puppymill 
crew.  While these dogs are not officially “ours,” we are fostering and providing medical care 
for them while awaiting the court’s decision.  These precious dogs have known no other life 
than living in a cramped, filthy cage making puppies!  They have a range of health problems 
including mange, internal parasites, skin, ear and eye infections.  In addition to the 13 dogs in 
our care, we were actively involved in the bust, treating the 28 dogs that were taken for 
parasites and assisting with bathing and grooming.  The initial court date has been set for 
12/14 and we are hoping the dogs will be signed over to us; but there is no guarantee as it 
may go to trial at a later date.  We are hoping to get custody of additional dogs at this location 
as the case progresses. 

 



Some of the highlights from 2009: 

• Treated 3 dogs for heartworms – As you may be aware, this is not only a costly 
treatment, but is also very hard on the dog’s health.  We are fortunate to report that all 
three have recovered nicely. 

• Leg surgeries – We have had 5 leg surgeries this year for various conditions.   
• Cherry eye surgery – This is a painful, irritating condition for the pups and we have 2 

surgeries this year. 
• Puppies, puppies, puppies!  This has definitely been the year of the puppies!  We have 

had several moms with litters as well as 2 litters of motherless pups.  We had to hand-
feed one of the litters (Thanks, Tami!), while we had a foster dog play surrogate mother 
to the other (Thanks, Anabella!). 

• Of our 163 adoptions, we are pleased to report that 47 of the dogs were former 
puppymill dogs.  In addition, we continue to work with many area rural shelters by taking 
hard to place dogs, dogs with medical issues or young puppies. 

• Adoption events – we have participated in approximately 45 adoption events at various 
local pet stores as well as local vet open houses, community fairs and local animal 
events.   

• Volunteers – We have over 30 volunteers now!  While this is the highest it has ever 
been, we are always in need of more foster homes – the more we have, the more dogs 
we are able to help!  If you can help us – please contact Karen.  Even if you can only 
foster one dog at a time!  Every little bit helps and it’s a very rewarding experience.   

We have extended our adoption event locations this past year which has helped us gain more 
exposure and attributed to our increased successful adoption rate.  We are currently at 

PetSmart – Turkey Creek, PetSmart – Morrell Road, PetCo – Farragut and 
Mast General Store every month.  If you are out and about, please stop by 
and see us! 

On a final note, we look forward to growing and helping more dogs in 2010.  
We extend our thanks to our volunteers, the local Pet Stores that provide 

space for adoption events, our vets, and adopters.  We could not be successful without ever 
yone pulling together and we thank you for your support.  Please consider Small Breed 
Rescue of East Tennessee when choosing your charitable year-end giving.  Our vet expenses 
have exceeded $35,000 this year and we do not recoup all of our expenses from our adoption 
fees.  Adoption fees cover about ½ of our yearly vet expenses.  Donations are key to our 
success and very much needed this year.  Your tax-deductible donation can be sent to 
SBRET, P.O. Box 22482, Knoxville, TN  37933.  Any amount would be appreciated!  Please 
know that your donation will go a long way to providing a warm, loving home as well as 
excellent medical care to a pup in need!  

If you have already sent us a donation or purchased items from one of our angel trees, we 
thank you very, very much! 

Have a safe and happy Holiday season! 

Your friends at SBRET 


